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in that the spore cavity was dome-shaped and extended around
and over a sterile region or columella as in Anthoceros (Fig. 848).

Psilophyton. This genus
resembles Rhynia in many
respects. It had under-
ground rhizomes with root-
like branches, and erect leaf-
less stems which branched
dichotomously (Fig. 850).
The tips of the branches
were coiled circinately, in
which respect they resem-
bled the young leaves of ferns. In fact, an aerial stem of Psi-
kphyton with its dichotomous branching and its circinately coiled

FIG. 846.   Longitudinal section of sporan-
gium of Rhynia major.  (X34)

After Kidston and Lang

Fie. 847. A cross section of sporangium of Rhynia iwjor* < X 14)
After Kidstoa and Lang
tips suggests a fern frond without a lamina. This wssemblanee fe
emphasized, at least superficially, by the probability that the
fronds of the most ancient of the fern line consisted of bwwsefeetJ
rachises with little or no lamina.